MYSA State Council Meeting- Summer AGM
August 10, 2025 Helena, MT. School Board Room
	
	Board of Directors
	 
Present
	No

	P
	John Lovell, President
	X
	

	VP
	John Lacey, Vice President
	X
	

	T
	Julie Jaksha, Treasurer
	X
	

	S
	Jenny Wilcynski, Secretary
	
	X (Out of town)

	CR
	Julie Van Hise, Classic Representative
	X
	

	SR
	Phil McGovern, Select Representative
	X
	

	PR
	Erin Williams, Premier Representative
	X
	

	SYR
	Justin Harcrow, State Youth Referee Admin
	X
	

	
	Staff
	
	

	R
	Katja Andrew, State Registrar/ODP Admin
	X
	

	TD
	Hunter Terry, Director of Coaching/TD/ODP
	X
	

	ED
	Jill Marlow, Executive Director
	X
	

	
	
	
	



Call Meeting to Order - Meeting Called to Order ~

Roll Call- In Person:  Big Sky Futbol Club, Bigfork Soccer Club, Montana Surf, Flathead Valley United SC, Gallatin Elite Soccer Club, Helena Youth Soccer Association, Hi-Line United, Kootenai Rapids, Laurel Storm, Lewistown Soccer Club, Livingston YSA, MC Posse, Mining City FC, Strikers FC, Montana Rush Soccer Club, Real Billings FC.  

(Not Represented):  Big Timber Wolves, Billings United, Clark Fork SA, Flathead Rapids, Florence YSA, FC Frenchtown, Polson FC, Queen City FC, Red Lodge Soccer, Sidney SA, Stevensville Sabres, Superior Stompers Soccer, Billings Wolves, Southwest MYSC, Pikuni Soccer Club

Credentials- Quorum- 40/62 Votes 16/31 MYSA teams represented. 

Approval of 2025 January Meeting Minutes- No questions. Laurel moves to approve minuutes, Montana Rush second.  All approve.  Vote Carries. 

P asked if there was anyone new attending:  Jeremy Brown- Candidate for President (Missoula)
Sarah Blechta candidate for Treasurer (Big Sky) 

Communications Report- None
Reports- 
DOC/TD/ODP Report- TD spoke about leading grassroots- September 14.  5 other grass roots courses over the year with other educators including Joel Ganey and Richard Duffy.  Please double check that coaches are up to date with learning center-MYSA has not blocked any coaches up to date, but all need to be held accountable; Grassroots is risk management.  TD goal is to host a “C” license every year.  Overall, he is really impressed with MT coaches.  Looking to connect coaches this winter- TD Forums- look for more details to come.  “Women’s” only D course to come.  Discussed field sizes for younger players.  If you would like TD to come visit just reach out- happy to visit clubs.  Questions included (Laurel Storm): What are the coaches' requirements?  All coaches have the same criteria for all levels.  D licenses= 1 year policy (need to have license w/in 1 year).  
ODP Report- 283 players- (198 Junior level, 85 Senior Level) 2025 proved to have successful seasons.  Austin Shick is helping players with college recruitment.  ODP Championships in AZ results showed 3 teams finished in 2nd place. 36 girls/34 boys represented Montana at the Far West Regional summer event; 3 players then were chosen from MT to represent the National ODP Pool in FL. ODP has been identified in the talent ID Process for US Soccer.  Overall, camp hosted fewer players due to 2011 age group moving into senior age groups; ODP noted that the intent is to form development pools of players not just teams.  Players are then chosen to represent MT at the ODP championships that is 1 team per age group.  ODP is really focused on the D- TD does not want games outnumbering trainings like you see in other leagues (GA, ECNL).  ODP coaching staff is incredible, also thank you R!  Discussion of grassroots-C license.  TD added that ODP is looking to add some additional opportunities for coaches to participate in the program.  
League Reports-
Premier Report – PR representative highlighted that 2025 had 60+ premier teams with 3 MT teams that went on to play at the National levels.  HYSA went to the national President’s Cup, Real Billings (2 teams) to USYS National Championship.  Earlier breakout sessions generated ideas for schedule and logistics.  Updates include –Regional tournament will now have the #1 team go right to National event- Girls= Tennessee, Boys= Provo/SLC Utah. President Cup still go to regional event held in Boise, ID for play- potential for wildcard teams.  Premier coaches must be compliant with E or grassroots courses, and by year 2 will need a “D” license (all tracked through Got Sport). Premier team selection discussion included that rather than direct registration there will be applications with limitations to age groups.  It was noted that club directors do need to be realistic when registering for premier teams.   State Cup 2026 will be hosted by Billings.  
Select Report- PR representative stated that the 45-minute break out session had overall good discussion by clubs, Highlights include; MT Cup dates changing is still under discussion- asking current host clubs about dates and availability.  Guest teams were discussed- Premier teams play vs Select at the Montana Cup, perhaps these teams need to play up a level.  
 Classic Report/Scholarship Committee-15 Scholarships were awarded.  The announcement of the new name for the scholarship- Ralph Serrette Memorial Scholarship.  CR will chair this committee for 1 more year.  In 2026, MYSA will hope to award 20 scholarships- 30-40 applicants for $500 scholarships.  Noted: Scholarship recipients can be attending Trade or Vocational Schools as well as JUCO, Community or 4-Year Colleges.   
 CR noted that the breakout session lasted ~45 minutes.  Soccer on Indian Reservations was discussed, MYSA helping to get clubs established makes it easier for start-up programs. Schedule and spring league proposal (east vs west). Classic team vs Classic team event for spring of 2026 held at central location.  SR thanked CR for their time served on the BOD. 
SYR Report- SYR added a recap of referees notes for the season, what is ahead for 2026 year; green badges for new referees.  P-Cup/Regional/National events had several MT referees (5 of 7 selected to final matches) represented.  Notably: Brayden Miller, Jace Duffield, Derek Williams. Congratulations!  Keep recruiting. 
VP Report- VP highlighted the 3 Strike Policy that MYSA adopted, creating higher standards across the state.  Only 8-10 incidents were reported for spring 2025.  Most incidents were resolved by their own clubs; 4-5 required written policy and use of panel for discussions.  All clubs were receptive and appreciated guidance and happy to report no strikes were issued for 2025, which is ultimately the goal.  Some incidents provided “teaching moments” for referees.  VP added that these are positive steps for MYSA.  Questions included- if MYSA would provide more information on the instances- P/VP provided some discussion to answer.  P added it is still okay to call 9-1-1 for serious (assault) situations and not to be afraid to report any instance.  
ED Report – ED highlights information on the ITG Grant- please send e-mail to ED if interested.  Fall schedule in process, New Bylaws, policy, committees are all in motion.  ED will be traveling to clubs this fall.  Discussion on sanctioned vs non-sanctioned events for MYSA.  Please reach out for anything.  
T Report- Final report for this T.  (10 years as T for MYSA) T highlighted during their tenure; added 5 additional scholarships to seniors, increases for internal controls, added policy for travel procedures for staff and coaches.  T discussed financials for MYSA.   Notables: Player fees, Tournament increases, Denny Menholt sponsorship, ODP Budget, referees, camp costs, etc. Notable expenses include; insurance rate increases, travel.  T hopes for profit for upcoming year, Quick Books online version will now be in place, with some re-categorization happening.  The year-end will close in 1 week.  Projection for player fees- goal is to break even- perhaps look for changes soon.  T provided an overview of Endowment that they hoped to put in motion but says that clubs should have input on finances.  MYSA grant- setting aside ~$25,000 for club futsal equipment.  No questions for T.  
P Report- Final report for P. BOD is in place, but MYSA does need a road map for the future.  For the soccer good of all and the state- Get Involved!  
Unfinished Business- Futsal grant for $25,000.  ED will create applications for grant monies and divide evenly for those clubs who want to participate.  Laurel Storm moves to approve motion, Montana Rush seconds.  All approve, vote carries.  Discussion on Field costs for teams.  Some teams have to play hourly rates to utilize fields.  Please know prior to scheduling if clubs will be charged.  Do we need to add a hosting fee line to the budget?  Field fee discussion was tabled.  U12 Heading discussion; keep up with country standards.  U11 vs U12 no heading allowed for play-ups.  It is the responsibility of the coach and the clubs.  Butte Mining City moves to follow state rules, Heading for U12 but not for U11.  Laurel Storm seconds motion.  All approve, vote carries.  
New Business- None.  
State BOD Elections- Classic Representative- Mark Henning – Nominated by Miles City to the position.  Miles City approves, Lewistown Seconds.  Mark Henning approved to be the new Classic Representative for MYSA.  
Treasurer- Sarah Blechta- Nominated by Montana Rush.  Sarah proved a short bio with her experience for this position.  Montana Rush approved nomination, HYSA seconds.  Sarha Blechta approved to be the new Treasures for MYSA.  
President- Jeremy Brown from Missoula Strikers, nominated by Missoula Strikers 2nd by Flathead Valley United. Jeremy provides a short bio about his qualifications for the President position.   Phil McGovern from Helena, nominated by Lewistown.  Phil provides a short bio with qualifications.  Voting takes place.  P announces that Jeremy Brown will serve as the next MYSA President.  Jeremy Brown accepts the position.  
For the Good of the Game- Great Falls- Jonathan Davis.  Livingston hosted Rural coaches communities session for recreational coaches.  
Adjournment- Meeting was called for adjournment at ~4:12pm.  Miles City moves to adjourn.  All approve.  

